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learns that a Brahman is semi-divine, and that it is
a deadly sin to taste the flesh of a cow, but he also
learns that Ceylon, which is close to India, is an
island peopled with demons ; and the easy exposure
of such delusions may change his entire view of
human life, and indeed is the probable explanation ,
of the great gulf which in India divides the educated
class from the uneducated. A similar revolution of
ideas is very rare in the West, and indeed experience
shows that innovating legislation is connected not so
much with Science as with the scientific air which
certain subjects, not capable of exact scientific treat-
ment, from time to time assume. To this class of
subjects belonged Bentham's scheme of Law-Reform,
and, above all, Political Economy as treated by
Pdcardo. Both have been extremely fertile sources
of legislation during the last fifty years. But both
have now fallen almost entirely out of fashion ; and
their present disfavour may serve as a warning
against too hastily assuming that the existing friendly
alliance between advanced politicians and advancing
science will always continue. When invention has
been successfully applied to the arts of life, the dis-
turbance of habits and displacement of industries,
which the application occasions, has always been at
first profoundly unpopular. Men have submitted to
street-lighting and railway-travelling, which they
once clamoured against; but Englishmen never sub-